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Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 
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POLITICAL CATECHISM. 





Being a sketch of what might, on a matured plan, 
be taught in Schools, and also, by Heads 
of Families, to Youth and Children. 





(CONTINUED.) 


¥, HAT degree of power ought 


to be entrufted to the State ? 
It ought to be fupreme. 
What do you mean by Jupreme power ? 
‘Treat power which can command the 


whole force of the citizens, and al] their 
refources. 


Why is this neccffary ? 


Becaufe the whole ay be wanted for 
felf-defence. 


Is not fupreme power in a State dan- 
gerous ? 

It is ; it may be abufed by thofe who 
have it; but this is no reafon why it 
fhould not exift : the power which every 
man has over his own perfon is abfolute ; 
and this is his own perfeétion as an agent ; 
and not the lefs fo, becaufe he may abufe 
that power to felt-deflru€tion ; no perfon 
can defire to become paralitic for fear he 
may deflroy himfelf. | 

Should this power extend to all things ? 


It fhouid extend to all things which re- 
late to the defence and pericétion of ¢ 
body-politic, 





Is there not danger of governing too 
much ? 

There may be ; it is beft to leave men, 
generally, to purfue their own happinefs 
in their own way ; provided they do not 
injure themfelves or others ; but when 
they do either, the law fhould controul 
them; for the good of the State and that of 
its members are infeparably conneéted, 
After all, there is more danger of govern- 
ing too little, than too much. 

Can there never be juft caufe to com- 
plain, that government 1s too energetic ? 

Never ; perfeét energy is notl.ing more 
than the perfe& controul of the public 
will or the laws ; if that will be unjuft or 
tyrannical, ¢he principle, and not the en- 
ergy, of the government is in fault: if 
juft and good, the more perfeét the energy 
the better, 

But is there no room in the beft gov- 
ernments for the exercrfe of mercy ? 

There is room fur pardons, in many Ca- 
fes ; ifthe fentence be too fevere, or on 
doubtful evidence, there is ground for par- 


doning or remitting it ; but this 
pardons alfo may be 


is not 
mercy but julftice : 
granted where, in tumultuous times, of- 
tences are greatly multiplied, fo as to in- 
volve a great part of the community, as 
fometimes happens ; but, this is not mer- 
cy but policy. They may alfo be granted 
where a fubftitute is offered and accepted ; 
and laftly, where there is evidence of re- 
pentance and ameudment ; 
crime, in thefe two laft cafes, be not mor- 


ial; and this is mercy. 





Does repentance and amendment atone 
Jor the crime ? 


| Icdocs not; nor is atonement always 


provided the, 








neceflary to anfwer the ends of human 
government. Where the public fatety 
wil! permit, the exercife of mercy is noble 
and even divine. 

What appears moft efential to the well 
being of the State ? 

The dittribution of impartial juflice to 
all, and neceflary detenfive war. 

How is juftice to be diftributed ? 

By compiling and publifhing a fyflem 
of laws which fhall be a common meafure 
ot right, and by defignating able and up- 
right men to interpret the laws, and to {ce 
that right be done to the concerned, 

Have not the judges power to make law, 
an certain cafes ? 

They have not ; unlefs the fixing of the 
rules to regulate the pra€tice of Courts, 
where not fixed by ftatute, is making law; 
their province is to expound the law al- 
ready made. 


Have not the decifions of the higher 
courts the force of law in judicial pro- 
ceedings ? 

They have ; but they have it as evi- 
dence of what the law is, ratherthan as 
being themfelves law. 

What then is law ? 

It is the public will expreffed in flat- 
utes, in general or particular cuftoms, or 
in immemorial ufage founded on the law 
of nature, or the law of God. 

Of what punifhment are judges worthy 
who take bribes and pervert judgment ? 

They are worthy of any punifhment, 
however fevere, which the law itfelf hall 
infliét. 

How ought their integrity to be fecus 
red? 

















By making them independent both as 
to fupport and tenure of office. 

Whatis meant by this ? 

Tha their fuppert be ample, and that 
they hold their office during good behav- 


our. 


Would not the general principles of e- 
guity apptied by able and upright men, 
to cages as they artfe, anfwer all the pur- 
pols of law ? 

They would not ; the meafure of right, 
in fuch cafe, would not be common; tt 
would not be fixed ; it would not be 
known ; it would be fubjeét to whim, ca- 
price, and prejudice; to which all men 
are, more or lefs, liable . decifions would 
be the opinion of individuals, and not the 
judgment of the public ; the govern- 
ment would be, fo tar, the government 
of men, and not of the law, litigation 
would be endlefs, and no man fecure. 

Are not Lawyers, as profeffional men, 
necefary to affi/tin the adminiftration of 
hustice ? 

* They are ; no State that is governed by 
principle, can exift without them. 

[To _B& CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. | 
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FIND, Mr. Printer, that you 
have more trieuds than you defire. Ihave 
ailo difcovered, that thofe who protefs to 
be your friends, in whom you confide, 
aud whofe practice, in the opinion of the 
unenlightened, jultifies their profeflions, 
are realiy your woril enemies. 
think it prelumiption ia me thus to call in 
quettion your difcrimination. The rea- 
fonings of men, much abler than myfelf, 
have induced me to doubt it. Men who 
would mock at your diftreffes, whofe high- 
eft gratification would be your deftruétion, 
and who would rejoice to fee you ruined. 
Thefe men, whom you have illrberally ftil- 
ed your enemies, have, with the meeknels 
of chriftianity, blamed the ill-direéted len- 
ity of the court, who would not facrifice 
you when claiming the proteétion of truth. 
Your return from Aibany has blafted all 
their wifhes. You cannot conceive how 
rouch the difappoiotment of their expec- 
tations has mortified them. They are un- 
der the greate2 apprehenfions that jaftice 
will be done you. Fines and imprifon.- 
ment would have pleafed them. So anx- 
jous are they tor your reformation, that 
nothing befides your ruin can fatisfy them 
Imagine to yourfelf, the advantages that 
would arife trom the eftablifhment of the 
doftrine “‘ the greater the truth the greater 
the livel.”’ Suppofe, tor a moment, that 
you fhould 4e conviéted of publifhing the 
truth. Let there be fome of your worthy 
friends, in this city, to fentence you.— 


You may | 
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Che Balance. 








your property—doomed to imprifonment 
—no mercy to be expefted—no indul- 
gence to be hoped for, unlefs you would 
take up arms againft confcience, and wage 
war againft truth. Your profpett might 
then brighten, and you might then expeét 
to fee yourlelf raifed toa level with Cieet- 
ham and Duane. 

It is time, fir, to oppofe the defpotifm 
of truth, Fu.étion has delighted in all ages. 
| She gives [cope to invention and imagina- 

tion, She charms—fhe captivates us.— 
Let us embrace her caufe, and vindicate 
her honor. Now is the time for the vota- 
ry of fiétion to fignalize himfelf. We 
have a Jefferfon, a Gallatin, and a mulu- 
tude of others to praife. Subjeéts that will 
give ample lfatitude to invention—whole 
| virtues really want all the decorations that 
fancy can beftow. 

I was really {urprifed, fir, to fee gen. 
tlemen of the bar embark with fo much 
fpirit inthe caufe of truth. Though my 
charity is great, in my opinion, their con- 
duét is highly repreheafible. Do they not 
know that to favour truth, 1s to encourage 
licentioufnefs ? Are they aware of the dan- 
gers in wuich truth might involve the pat- 
riots of the day ? It we are to be govern- 

ed by truth, how foon may dcmagogues be 
hurled trom power, and their hopes blaft. 
ed, when they have juft began to lay the 
foundation of their fortune, What iluf- 
trious hypocrite will then be fecure from 
public indignation? And what will be- 
come of thofe who tave been lifted into 
power by the force of calumny ? Tae or- 
der of things will be reverfed. Our ope- 
rations will be embarraffed, and confufion 
and difgrace will inevitably enfue. The 
officers of our government, though rapid- 
ly progrefiing towards perteétibility, are 
not however mode!s of perfeétion. Truth 
might injure them, though, perhaps, onthe 
whole, might bencht the people. They are 
\ fond of powers The cares of office fit 
lightly on tiem. They would not lke to 
part with their falaries. I: would therefore 
be ungenerous to drive them from oflice, 
fo much againft their wills. We ought to 
forgive their tranfgreflions: and if they 
_profper, we ought to be fatisfied. It is in- 
_cumbent on us to defend them againft the 
, attacks of truth. If we do not, we are 

reprehenfible. If we cenfure them, we 

ought to be punifhed. 

five. She often infults their feelings, and 

fports with their charaéters. Motirs of 

fa&t are ftuborn odious things ; and noone 
, ought to employ them againft the infalii- 
| ble fervants of the people. 

There is one man, fir, who advocates 
the caule of truth, that juft!y merits indig. 
nation. It is Hamilton. He is a dange- 
rous man ; for he pofleffes {plendid tal- 
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fents, {peaks his fentiments with freedom, 


W bat a fortunate man! To be ftripped of 
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Truth is too abn- ° 





Wathington placed unlimited confidence 
—this man had the prefumption to deliver 
in our Supreme Court, anaryument in your 
favor, that confounded democrats, and 
funk them into infignificance. It was 
logic—it was pathos—it was fublimity—in 
fhort, 1t was the language of truth. The 
blaze of his genius delighted, illum- 
inated and melted, The leaders of our 
party yielded to the ariftocracy of talents. 

Ic is true, fir, we do not plume ourfelves 
much upon our talents. We glory in our 
poverty. The Federalifis may boaft of 
men cf great and comprehenfive minds, 
The objeéts of our purfuit, do not require 
much comprehenfion of mind. We feek 
after offices; and when once we have ob- 
tained them, we know how to take care of 
the emoluments, Our gréateit apprehen. 
fion is from fuch men as Hamilton. The 
language of truth, from their mouths, is 
potent, and we tear wijl make fome im- 
preflion on the minds ct the people. They 
ought to be crufhed ; but we tear they are 
too powerful. The ili fuccefs that has at- 
tended an attempt to crufh one Printer, au- 
girs not very favourably. Light breaks 
forth, and we fear its influence, fo inauf. 
picious to our caufe. 


WILLIAM HENRY JANUS. 


Brobdegnag, February 23d, 1804. 
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Editor's Closet. 
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Who shall be our next Governor ? 





Although, from the peculiar situation m which 
the state of New-York is unfortunately placed, fed- 


eralists can have but little concern in this important 
question, still, 


“Tis pleasant thro’ the !oop-holes of retreat 
To peep at such ascene , to see the stir 
Of the great Babel, and not feel the crowd.” 


The democratic house, it seems, is divided against 
itself. They have their “ iittle band,” and their 
“great banditti’-—-they have their moderates and 
their terrorists—their Burrites and their Clintonians 
—they lave republicans ani real republicans, and 
genuine republicans, and all sorts of republicans— 
they have their meetings, aud their committees, 
and their nominations ; and, to tell the truth, there 
is such an uproar and ‘confusion of tongues,” that 
it is enough to make an honest man crazy. Last 
week the electioneering campaign was opened at 
Albany, and this part of the state, was almost in- 
undated with handbilis. Standing, as we do, on 
neutral ground, we have been permitted to see @ 
great number of these passing messengers, and from 
the whole, we collect the following particulars. 


In the first place, the present governor and lieu. 
tenant governor, were nomirated in full caucus; 
but, it appears, they had both resolved to * retire 
to the shades of private life ;” and therefore declin- 
ed the honor —Mr. Chancellor Lansing was next 


‘ and deteits hypocrily. This man, 1D whom i nominated for Governer, and John Broome (who, 
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we believe, was never called out of his counting- 
room to take care of the state, until last spring) for 
lieutenant governor. These proceedings on the part 
of the Clintonians, immediately excited the Burrites 
to bestir themselves, and they forthwith had a cau- 
cus, when Aaron Burr wasnominated as their Gov- 
ernor. Whether this spirited movement disheart- 
ened the Clintonian candidate, or not, we cannot 
say ; but for sonie cause or other, he sent in his re- 
signation ; and the faction were completely thrown 
in the rear of their antagonists. However, the 
Clintoniaus once more ralliedtheir forces in the as- 
sembly chamber (for the reader must know, all 
these things are done on public ground) when, after 
much frien tly contention, his honor Mr. Chief 
Justice Morgan Lewis, Esquire, was agreed upon ; 
and his name is now circulated all over the state, 
in staring capita!s, like that of a mountebank or 
handbill, headed with 
«¢ Genuine Republican Nomination.” 


puppet-shew-man. on a 


Now, we certauily do not mean to be to inquis- 
itive ; but we should like to be informed, for our 
own satisfaction, who these genuine republicans are, 
and who these other republicans, that follow Burr. 
If by genuine republicans, are meant those political 
terrorists, who commenced and carried ona system 
of tyranny, oppression and persecution in this state— 
who have ejected faithful officers, and filled their 
places with creatures and tocls—who have exer- 
cised their power in adopting plans for specuiation 
and aggrandisement—who have corrupted our elec- 
tions—who have attempted to fetter the press, and 
smother the voice of truth—then, we confess, 


do net like these genuine republicans. 


Ve . 
1e other hand, if Aaron Burr, and his parti- 


Ont i 
zans, are one tenth part as bad as James Cheetham 


says they are, we cannot sinccrcly 


y wish for their 


success. 


Under all these circumstances, the people should 





Ww ian the matter well befor they decide. 


They 
have secn the Clintonians in power. Thev have 


seen how their power has been used —As to Burr, 


they know that he has been the darling of republi- 


cans—not only of genuine repubiicans, but of al 


sorts of republicans—they know what tales have 
been told about him—and they also know whether 
they have seen any sort of proof of these tales.—For 


ee 


our part, we shall give ourselves but little trouble a- 
bout the business. There never was atime when we 
could with more propriety, say, “there is no know. 
ing who will be governor, until after the election.” 


REMOVAL S&S. 


Perhaps we should not trouble the reader with a- 
ny remarks on the late removals in this county, were 
they not attended with some circumstances which 
serve to shew, ina peculiar manner, what the de- 
mocrats mean by republicanism, and regard for the 
people. 





If esough has not already appeared, to 
convince every candid man, that the democrats care 


not a cent for any thing but offices and emuluments, 


these removals furnish one or two additional facts 
which must be conclusive. 


We cannot but admire the fervor, the zeal, with 
which both ofthe new officers sought the fattest office | 
(that of Surrogate) which was to be taken away 





from a federalist for the gratification of one of them- 
Without pretending to decide which of the two can- 
didates, was most fit for the office of surrogate, we 
must confess that the exertions of both to obtain :t 
were highly meritorious. Rumor says, with how 
much truth, we cannot tell, that the contention run 
so high between these two modern patriots, that the 
sovereigns of the county were calied together to de- 
cide the mighty affair; and that the candidates were 
summoned before them 


to exhibit their various 


claims and pretensions. One of the candidates, it 
is said, addressed the meeting in along speech, and 
concluded by remarking that his family connections 
were numerous, and it was therefore proper that he 
should be made surrogate. The other replied, « I 
am nephew to Ambrose Spencer.”—The first again 
remarked that he had great influence at the elections 
The other replied, ** Ambrose Spencer is my un- 
cle.” The first told the assembled sovereigns that 
he could bring many votes tothe poll. The other 
replied, “I am nephew to the Attorney-General.” 
The first finally declared that all his friends would 
The 
other constantly answered, ‘“* The Attorney-Gener- 


turn Burrites. if he was not made Surrogate. 


al ig my uncle-”’——At length the important question 
was decided by ballot, when the first had a majority 
of one vote. It was therefore concluded that he 
should be surrogate, and the other master in chan- 
cery. Accordingly they were appointed to these of- 
fices; and W. W. Van Ness, removed from the 
former, and H. L. Hosmer, from the latter, to 
make room for them.—Perhaps not a single word of 
this story is true. We give it asa report, and de- 
sire the reader to receive it as such. If, however, 
itis not substantially correct, we should hke to see 


it contradicted through the medium of the Balance. 


It is hardly necessary to mention, thatthe only 
pretext for the removal of these officers, was, their 
attachment to federal principles. Not a democratic 
editor—not even the Bee, shameless, hardened, im- 
2 a 


pudent—lost as it is to all sense of propriety, truth, 


x honesty, dare accuse either of them of ary.” 


W 


not say, that the new officers have no other 


ation from the strict line of their duty. 


mendations than those set forth in the curious deyaté 
above-mentioned, We know nothing of Mr. Van 
Alen—and of Mr. Parker we certainly know no 
harm. On the contrary, we acquiesce in the pub- 
lic sentiment, in believing him perlectly honest and 
trust-worthy. Butiftheoffiices are not better filled 


by the change, 


how is the publicgood promoted by 
it ? Whenthe people ask, why a faithful officer is 
removed ; it will afford them but little consolation to 
tell them that his place was wanted for a nephew of 
Ambrose Spencer, or for a man who has 1t in his 
Besides, 


this system ot favoritism, which has lately obtained 


power to bring many votes to the poll, 


cuch a footing in the state, is likely to produce the 








We are soon to have a new governor. Whether 
he will bea republican, or a genuine republican, we 
know not ; but we will suppose that he will be just 
such a republican as our present governor ; and thar, 
like him (or like some of his minions for him) he 
will avow his intention of turning every man out of 
office, who dees not exactly agree with him in sen- 
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| animosities, party-contentions, 
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most sericus evils. It has already torn the state in- 
to factions ; and threatens every thing valuable with — 


struction. It has excited an unprecedented thirst 
for power—an unusual hankering after office—an 
astonishing greediness forthe loves and fishes. It 
has brought bad men inio notice. It has raised the 
worthless onthe ruins of the worthy ; and it is im- 
possible to tell where its dreadful consequences will 


finally stop. 


€ 


timent, and of supporting and promoting all such as 
obey his dictates and bow implicitly to his will. 


, 


What will be the consequence ? Honest men will 
disdain to hold offices on such crounds—while the 
unprinepled and designing, will fawn round their 
chief, encourage his wickedness, and flatter his 
weakness, for the sole purpose cf lining their pock- 
ets. Suchcreatures wiil think it incumbent on them 
to hold the rod of terror over the head of every per- 
son who dares to differ from the powers that be. 
Hence a system of persecution will follow. Hence, 
discord, quarrels, 
Hence, 


confusion, uproar, anarchy. the destruction 


| of liberty, and every thing worth preserving. 





NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESSES REVIEWED. 





Tumbling over a bundle of addresses, which had 
accumulated upon my hands since the commence- 
ment of the new-year, I was so disheartened by the 
cutting severity of the followimg stanza, bestowedin 
advance by the carrier of the 


; Weftern Spe@ator, 


That I had almost resolved to throw aside my 
pen, ard leave my promuse of recuming my review, 


unperformed.— 
- 


« To the critic wish a few words to rehearse, 
As you'll be a scratching and picking my verse, 

Ycur scratching I fear, no more than a rocket 
My verse you may pick, but don’t touch my 


pec! et.”’ 








Several Addresses remain 


unnoticed, many of 


n exhibiting traits of poetic genius; but other 


_<ogagements prevent their bei: Next 
week I shali present the reader with the address of 
the Morning Chronicle, which will conclude my re- 
view. 


z attended to. 
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———— 


gf BITICOAT GOVERNMENT. 





At a late dinner at Washington, the speaker of 
the house of representatives, gave as atoast—" The 
real sovereigns of the United Stares—the fair sex." 
—He might as well have saidthat we art governed 
by a set of old women. 





The “ New Excranp Repenrtory,” a federal 








paper of superior cast, which was lately established 
| at Newburs port, We 
| know ef no paper in the United States, that makes 
2 more promising appearance. 


is now removed to Buston. 


> CORRESPONDENCE. 





Communications unavoidably postponed shall 
haye a place next week, ” 
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Agricultural. 


APPLE-TREES. 





[Every curious farmer wil] undoubtedly procure a 
copy of Forsytn’s ingenious Treatise on the @ul- 
ture and Management of Fruit Trees. But we 
shall nevertheless, occasionally, make some se- 
lections from the book, both for the purpose of 
enriching our miscellany, and to give the reaJer 
some idea cf the work itself. Edit. 3al.] 


-_—_- S 


OF GRAFTING OLD APPLE-TREES. 


T frequently happens, that, through 
fome miftake or other, atter waiting ten or 
twelve years for a tree to come into a bear- 
ing ftate, it is chen found that the fruit is 
neither fit for the table nor kitchen; in 
fuch cafe, we always graft them the tol- 
lowing fpring, obferving to graft on the 
fineft and healthicft fhoots, and as near as 
poflible to the old graft,, and where the 
crofs-fhoots break out; by fo doing, you 
will have fome truit the fecond year ; and 
in the third, if properly managed, you will 
have as much as on a maiden-tree of fif- 
teen years ftandine.* 

The canker, it any, muft be carefully 
pared off the branch, and the fcion muft 
be caken from a found healthy tree, 

Whenever an incifion is made for bu 
ding or graiting, from that moment ) ° 
canker begins. I would, theretore, re. 
commend to thofe employed in bud- 
ding or grafting, as foon as the incifion is 
made, and the bud or graft inferted, torub 
in with «&: finger, or brufh, fome of the 
compofition before the bafs is tied on; 
then cover the bafst all over with the com- 
pofition as thick as it can be laid on witha 
brufh, working it well in. Ifthis opera- 
tion be performed ina proper manner, and 
in a moift feafon, it will an!wer every pur- 
pofe, without applying any grafting clay. 

This I have frequently done, and found 
it fucceed perfetily to my wifhes. Ob- 
ferve not to flacken too foon the matting 




















| 
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* This rule muft be of great ufe, and , 
I find it to have been pradiifed with great | 


cce/s at Kenfington. 


+ Bafs 2s the fluff of which are made the 


mats that are put round trunks, Se. nN 
the fhipping of goods. It is a nice Soft 
_ figament, and rs much better than any 
other, asit never refijts the welling of the 
word: 


(or bafs) which is wrapped round the bud ; 
tor in that cafe you will find the incifion 
opened, which very often occafions the 
death of the bud. 

It Nurlerymen and Gardeners would 
give this method a fair trial, and ufe the 
{ame compofition as I ufe for curing detects 
in trees, inftead of loam and horfe-dung 
(which binds fo hard as to prevent the rain 
and moifture trom penetrating to the graft 
to motften the wood and bark) they would 


find that the grafts would fucceed much] 


better. The compofition, for this purpofe, 
fhould be rather fofter than grafting.clay 
generally is ; and inflead otf applying fo 
large a mafs as is generally done of clay, it 
need not, in moft cafes, be more than two 
or three inches in circumference. 


Monitorial Department, 


—_————— ae 
To aid the cause of virtue and religion. 


(The following is a maxim of Epicurus, with re* 
flections, by John Digby, Esq. from an edition 
of Epicurus's Morals, published early in the last 
century. Edit. Bal J 


HE wife man fhall not feck 


the Fricudfhip of the peevilh and morofe 
Man. 


PEF EEC TIO Ne 
Friendfhip, when contraéted with all 
the neceflary ~ircumftances, is one of the 


greatelt confolations of Life: we mutt 
not then fuffer ourfelves to be hurried a- 








wav by any fudden inclination, but we 
‘Y Mtexamine well the choice we are going 
not Sake, we mutt jtudy the humour and 
mighhers of him with whom we intend 
to have this commerce; but above all 
things, we muittake care that he be not of 
the number of thofe melancholly hypo. 
chondriacks, whom nothing can pleafe ; 
who feem to have eyes only to look afcew, 
who {peak only to find fault, and who are, 
in fine, of fo dificult and morofe a tem- 
per, that «0-body can do any thing to 
their fatisfaétion, 


If wehave not thefe confiderations, in- 


confolation in our misfortunes, we thal! 
receive the fevereft reprimands.” Nothing 
in Seneca’s opinion, can prove a wreater 
comfort to the mind, than a fnend{hip ac- 
compined with fidelity and mildnefs : Is it 
not a mighty biefiing, to meet with one 
whofe happy difpofitions and qualifications 








render him worthy of being, as it were, 
the cepofitory of our greateft fecrets ; and 
who has fo fine and noble a foul, that we 


| fear his indifcretion lefs than our own ? 


ftead of atrufty friend we fhall be fure to rf 
find a cenforious critic ; and inftead of | 





, 
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‘andin many of the newfpapers. 


_ which itis fo capable of producing. 
| are in every ref{pcé like the fons of St. 
Andrew, whom Dr. Johnfon ufed to fa-, 


—* Scotland much better.” 
ed, that this ridiculous vanity feems to 
pervade every ciafsin lociety ; the me-| 
chanick, the farmer, the legiflator, and| 


The fweetnefs of his converfation, thal] 
allay our griet ; his advice fhall ferve usin 
the conduét of our affairs, and the very 
fight of him fhall difpel our cares. 


eet 8 
Literary Gleanings, 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 





SEVERAL poetical produ@ions of 
confiderable merit, have appeared in the 
Botton Gazette. The following flanzas 
from alate winter-piece, entitled ** The 
Mal!,”” contain fome good traits :— 


“ Tho’ now the elm no waving foliage bear, 
Or summer gales shed perfumes thro’ the air ; 
Tho’ the white fields no herbage now adorns, 
Or blithsome sparrows twitter mid the thorns ; 
Tho’ here no more the delle delights to roam, 
But reads her novels by the fire at home ; 

Tho’ the stern season bids the shrinking maid, 
Conceal her elbows, and her bosom shade ;"” 


+ * * . * * 


There lately appeared in fome of the 
fouthern pancrs, a feries of letters, under 
the title of the ‘** pairisu spy,” faid to 
have been written by a young Englifhman, 
travelling in the United States. Thefe 
letters were republifhed in pamphlets, 
They 
were by no means deflitute of merit ; and 
confequently obtained a confiderable fhare 
of popular app!aufe and encouragement. 
The fuccefs of thefe letters has induced 
another foreign adventurer to appeer before 
the public. He calls himfelt the “ niper- 
NIAN VISITOR,” and gives his produétions 
to the world through the medium of the 
Kentucky Gazette. He profeffcs, after 


@ the manner of the Englifhman, to be a 


young travellerin America. Without giv- 


‘ing my own opinion of the merits of thefe 


Irifh letters, 1 content tmnyfelf with copy- 
ing the-following pailages irom the rf 
that has appeared :— 

* Likeall other people, you imagine that 
yourlelves are meit enlightened, humane 


_and liberal ; thai your country is the para- 


dife of the world; yourfelves the moft 
worthy to inhabitit, and to enjoy the good 
You 


‘* mult like truth very well, not to love 
I have remark- 


the member of congrefs. Your own vite} 
tues, is the firft toaft at every caroufal 
the firft fentence in every {peech; the firl 
and jaft inevery leg flative addrefs. Inee 
give you no more convincing proof, tha 


| 
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the addrefs of your congrefs to prefident 
Adams, a few years fince, when your rep- 
refentatives gravely declared their conftit- 
uents to be ‘* the ftreeft and moft enlight- 
** ened people in the world.’”’ In_ this 
there was a general concurrence of opin- 
ion; fo that] wouldinfer, your brethren 
of the other ftates, are not more exempt 
from this little vanity tham yourfelves, It 
is pardonable for a dru: kard to toaft ** our 
moft noble felves.’’ Hus fituation woula 
plead his excufe ; but there canbe nothing 
more ridiculous in a fober man; nor any 
thing more contemptible in a grave aflem- 
bly. 

** The pride of an Englifhman, the van- 
ity ofa Frenchman, are your commontop- 
icks of converfation ; and yet it feems | 
that you have the fame complacent opin- ; 
ion of yourfelves.”’ 
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Misceilanp. 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 


Mr. CrosweELt, 


HE following anecdote may not 
be impruper for publication. In the pre- 
fent day, while perfecuiion and impeach- 
ment are fo tafhionable, 1 would recomi- 
mend it to the particular attention of cer- 
tain gentlemen at Walhington. It is the 
language of hiftory, and points, in a man- 
ner not to be miltaken, to the path which 
America is about totravel. The [peechis 
taken from Torbuck’s Parliamentary de- 
bates, Vol. I. page 248-9. The attend- 
ing circumftances are related in the town 
and country Magazine, tor Auguft, 1777. 

‘© Ina debate about the profecution of 
Lord Treafurer Danby, in the reign of 
King Charles Il. we are told ot a very pe- 
culiar {peech, pronounced by the Earl of 
Carnarvon, a Lord, who 1s fatd never to 
have {poken before in the Houfe, who 
having been heated with wine, and excited 
to difplay his abilitizs, by the Duke of 
Buckingham (who meant no tavour to the 
Treafurer, but only ridicule) was refolv- 
ed, before he went up, to fpeak upon any 
fubje&t that fhould offer. Accordingly, 
when the queftion for impeaching Lord 
Danby was put, he ftood up and delivered 
himfelf thus : 

‘* MY LORDS, 

‘© | underftand but little of Latin, but 
‘© a good deal of Englith, aad not a little 
‘© of the Englifh hiftory, from which I 
‘¢ have learned the mifchiets of fuch kinds | 
* of profecutions as this, and the j!] fate 
** of the perfecutors. I could bring ma- | 
ny inftances, and thofe very aucient ; | 


—_ 








‘* but, my lords, I fhall go no further back 
‘* than the latter end of Queen Elizabeth’s 
‘“* reign, at which time the Earl of Effex 
‘* was run down by Sir Walter Raleigh ; 
‘* and your Lordfhips know very well 
‘* what became of Sir Walter Raleigh. 
‘© My Lord Bacon, he run down Sir Wal- 
‘* ter Raleigh ; and your Lordfhips know 
‘* what became of my Lord Bacon. The 
Duke of Buckingham, he run down my 
‘¢ Lord Bacon; and your Lordfhips know 
‘* what happened to the Duke of Buck- 
‘ ingham. Sir Thomas Wentworth, al- 
‘* terwards Earl of Scrafford, he run down 
** the Duke of Buckingham ; and you all 
** know what became of him. Sir Harry 
‘© Vane, he run down the Ear! of Siraf- 
tord ; and your Lordfhips know what 
** became ot Sir Harry Vane. Chancel- 
lur Hyde, he run down Sir Harry Vane ; 
and your Lordfhips know what became 
“ of the Chancellor. Sir Thomas Of. 
borne, now Earl of Danby, run down 
Chancellor Hyde; but what will be- 
** come of the Earl of Danby, your Lord- 
fhips beft can tell :—But let me fee the 
man who dare run the Earl of Danby 
down, and we fha!l foon fee what will 
become of him.” 


‘* This being pronounced with a remark- 
able tone and humour, the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, both farprized and difappoinied, 
cried out, ** The man’s infpired, and clar- 
et has done the bufinefs !” 

Let thofe who are fo ready to run down 
their fuperiors in merit beware. The page 
of hiftory is a mirror, in which tuturity 
is faithtully exhibited. 

CAVEAT. 
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ANECDOTE OF DR. GOLDSMITH. 





Dr. GOLDSMITH diicovered, at a 
very early period, figns of genius that en- 
gaged the notice of all the friends of the 
tamily, and atthe age of feven or eight e- 
vinced a natural turn forrhyming : The 
following inftance ot his early wit is hand- 
ed down. 
people were affembled one evening at his 
uncle’s, and Oliver, then but nine years 
old, was required to dance a hornpipe, a 
youth playing at the fame time on a fid- 
dle. Being but newly recovered from the 
{mall pox, by which he was much disfiy- 
ured, and his figure being fhort and thick, 
the mufician, very archly as he fuppofed, 
compared him to ALfop dancing ; and ftill 
harping on the idea which he conceived 
to be very bright, the langh was fuddenly 
turned againft him by Oliver’s flopping 
fhort in the dance with this retort ; 


‘« Our herald hath preclaim'd this saying, 


See Esop dancing, and his monkey playing.” 





tn see 


A large company of young > 


| This {mart reply decided his fortune, 
| for from that time it was determined to fend 
| him to the Univerfity. With this view he 
| was removed to the {chool of Afhton, and 
| from thence, after remaining two years, 
to Edgeworthyton, diftance about twenty 
| miles from his houfe.—In his laft journey 
|tothis fchool he had an adventure which 
is thought to have fuggefted the plot of his 
‘© Miftakes of a Night.” Some triend had 
,given him a guinea; and in his way to 
| Edge worthyton he had diverted himfelf by 
viewing the gentlemen’s feats on the road, 
‘until at the fall of the night he found him- 
felt ina {malltown named Ardab. Here 
he enquired for the beft houfe in the place, 
meaning an inn; but being underftood 
| too literally, he was fhewn to the houfe ofa 
private gentleman, when calling for fome- 

body to take his horfe, and lead him tothe 
iftable, he alighted and was fhewn to the 
| parlour, being fuppofed a gueft come to 
vifit the mafter, whom he found fitting by 
| a good fire. This gentleman immediately 
| difcovered Oliver’s miftake ; and beinga 

man of good humour, and alfo learning 
from him the name ot his father, who hap- 
pened to be his acquaintance, he encour- 
aged his deception. liver accordingly 
called about him, ordered a good fupper, 
and yeneroufly invited the mafter, his wife 
and daughters, to partake of it, treated 
them witha bottle of wine, and at going 
to bed, orders a hot cake to be prepared for 
his breaktaft, nor was it till his departure, 
when he called for his bill, that he found 
he had been hofpitably entertained ina pri- 
vate houfe. 


ene 2s eee 


FROM THE (PHIL.) DA!LY ADVERTISER. 





MADEIRA. 


The late inundation at Madeira, has ex- 
cited various conjeétures as to the caufe of 
it, but by late intormation fromthe Ifland 
itis afcribed to an improvement the gov- 
ernor attempted to make in the rear of the 
city.--The ground furroanding it being 
very much broken and interfeéted by val- 
lies, he concluded to fill them up, and for 
that purpofe ordered dams to be thrown 
acro{sto retain the earth which defcended 
from the hills.—The confequence was 
thefe dams {topped great quantities of wa- 
ter the weight of which broke the firft 
dam, when the water rufhed through the 
others with irrefiftable force, {weeping 
every thing into the fea within its direc. 
tion.— Two hundred houfes, fuppofed 
one with another not to be lefs than 5e 
feet front, and nearly, contiguous, were 
carried into the ocean, together with eve. 
ry inbabitant in them, fothat not a veltige 





| Was to be feen after the ruins, either of 
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the buildings or the people. A Church, 
which had tefted the ftorms ot 300 years 
was carried off in an inftant, and what was 
very fingular the Bell-man was ringing at 
the time in the feeple, which remained 
without injury, tho’ the church was rafedto 
its foundation, of which he was wholly ig- 
norant till he came down from his exalted 
ftation. 

About 10,000 pipes of wine were car- 
ried off or buried so completely with the 
rubbage, that none could be found. An 
Englith family of fixteen were loft in one 
houfe, and not one of them ever heard of 
—The number of lives this forrowtul dif- 
after coft the ifland was not afcertained, 
but fuppofed trom 1 to 2000. Corpfes 
were dug up daily ; and it was common 
to obferve ladies ot the firft charaéter, 
walking the flrects barefoot, in confe- 
quence of folemn vows they made to do 
fo for a limited time, if their lives were 
fpared, in tokens of humiliation. The 
rentleman who gives the above informa- 
tion, fays he tound the fhore rocky, 
where he tranfaéted bufinefs in the houfes 


and ware-houfes when he was la{ft at Ma- 
’ deira. 











Be it our weekly task, 


To note the passing tidings of the times. 


>>>>> SOS CCK CC 


Hudson, February 28, 1804. 


On Monday the goth inft. about 3 
o'clock P. M. a wooden dwelling houfe, 
belonging to Mr. Jofeph Clark, of this 
city, took fire in one of the chambers, 
and was totally confumed, together with 
a principal part of the furniture. Al- 
though this is the firft fire of any con!e- 
quence, that has happened in this city tor 
a number of years, the feyveral fire com- 





anies, and the citizens generally, per- 
Formed their various parts with much 
promptnefs and regularity ; and notwith- 
withftanding the fearci:y of water, feveral 
wooden buildings almoft contiguous to Mr. 
Clarke’s and which were feveral times on 
fire, were happily preferved.—Severa! 
people from Loonenburgh, on hearing the 
alarm, repaired to the {pot, and generoul- 
ly lent their affiftance. 


A {ubfcription paper hes been circulat- 
ed for the relief of Mr. Clarke, and we 


are happy to hear, a confiderable fum has 
been railed. 


ote 





The Englifh have deciared the ports of 
Genoa and Spezzia in a flate of blockade. 





The Legiflature of New Jerfey, on the 
15th inft paffed a law for the gradual Aboli- 
tion of Slavery, It enaéts that every child 
born of a flave after the 4th of July next 
fhall be free, but fhall remain the fervant 
ot the owner of the mother, in the fame 
manner as it fuch child had been bound 


to fervice by the overfeers of the poor, 


males until the age of 25 and females un- 





til the age of 21—provides forthe regiftry | 


of the birth of all fuch children within g 
months alter fuch birth—and gives liber- 
ty to the owner, at any time within one 
year from the birth, to eleét to abandon his 
right to any fuch child, the owner being 
neverthele{s liable to maintain the child 
until one year old and thereafter the child 
to be confidered as a pauper and liable to 
be bound ont to fervice as other poot chil- 
dren, males until the age of 23 and fe- 
males 21—but while the child remains a 


_ pauper, and until it fhall be bound out, it 


1s to be maintained by the town, at the ex- 


. pence of the ftate, not exceeding the rate of 











3 dollars per month—the owner not aban- 
doning the child within the year to be con- 
fidered as having elected to retain the child, 
and hableto its maintenance during the 
refpeftive periods of fervice limited by 
the aft. 

The a& paffed by a large and refpefta- 
ble majority in both Houfes. In the low- 
er there were 32 yeas and 4 nays, 3 only 
being abfent, of whom two afterwards re- 
queited their names to be entered in the 
affirmative, making 34 votes in favour of 
the law. 

In the Council! all the members being 
prefent, there were 12 yeas and 1 nay. 

Thus at lengthin N. Jerfey, is the foun- 
dation laidf or the abolition of the pernicious 
fyftem of flavery—a fyflem which in prin- 
ciple and praétice is equally repugnant to 
the di€tates of found policy, the voice of 
humanity—and, above all to the do€étrines 


_ of chriflianity. 


[NM. ¥. Mer. Adv. | 
FROM WASHINGTON. 





Extract of a letter from a Correspondent. 

‘“ The Prefident in his,extreme anxiety 
to communicate to the Houle a letter from 
Governor Claiborne, on the fubjeét of 
Louifiana, did not even {top to have it cop- 
ied, but fent the original, with a requett 
that when they had done with it, they 
would return it. It feems to have been in- 
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tended as a fecret communication, and fo 
fent to the fenate, but by fome miftake it | 
was read with open doors ; it was then_ 


fent to the Houfe and read in the fame 
public manner. The Houfe, however, 
have retufed to publifh it, I therefore fend 
vouthe fubftance, and in many inftances 
the expreflion.—[ New- Orleans. | 


** SIR—The tranquility in which | 
found this country is flill uninterrupted, 











; magnitude in the laft refort. 





——_.., 
This feafon of feftivity, and the chan 
of government, has given additional {pire 
its to the public amulement. It I havea. 
ny political uneafinefs, it arifes from the 
great latitude of the powers with which ] 
am vefted. The anxiety attending the ex. 
ercife of difcretionary powers, is always 
inadegree unpleafant. _ 

I have found it a vain labour to attempt 
to renovate the old government. Ir has 
left the country in inextricable confufinn 
particularly the judicial department. Ma. 
ny of the caulesin court have been de. 
pending for twenty years ; and corruption 
had put a feal upon them, but the intro. 
du€tion of the Americen principles ot Ju. 
rifprudence will break the feal, as they 
have now become the {nbjeéts of enquity 
by the correét rules of an enlightened ju. 
diciary. It was my with that thofe caules 
fhould be commenced anew, but this | 
tound impraéticable, as 2m intormed the 
written evidence appertaining to many of 
them cannot be obtained; and the tranf. 
lator of fuch evidence would together 
withthe records, take years to cfle&. 

Appea's from the governor's court for. 
merly jay tothe court at Havannah. I thal! 
be under the neceflity of deciding caules of 
I am relne- 
tant to arrogate to myfelt a power which 
the moft haughty of my predeceffors nev- 
er exercifed. 

I have appointed feven judges for this 
city, whofe junfdi€tion extends to caufes 
arifing in it, of the value ct 3000 dol- 
lars, with the right toapneal to the Gov- 
ernors court if above 500 doilars. 


The arrangements made by General 
Wilkinfon meet my entire approbation. 


It would be expedient that provifions 
fhould be made for the government of the 
country as foon as poflibie, though I do 
not apprehend any public inconvenience 
trom a fhort delay. , 

I found in the goal about 100 prifoners, 
fome of whom had been there from 10 to 
13 years without trial. It was my defire 
to fet them free, but on enquiry of Mr. 
L’Auffat, I learned there had been an un- 
derftanding refpe€ting them with the Span- 
ih government. I flatter myfelt fome ar- 
rangement may be made to procure for 
thefe prifoners a general amnefty. For 
furely it will not be derogatory to a repub- 
ican+ government to err on the fide of 
mercy, and§l fhould feel a pang if my coun- 
try fhould be difgraced by the rattling of a 
fingle chain. , 

The expences incident to the pofleflion 
and temporary government of our new 
country, Ihave reafon to believe will 
tall within the amount which had been cal- 
culated for them,; and the receipt of mon- 
ies will be tully adequate to their extent. 

The Merchants and Planters in this plac? 
live in a flyle of eafe and affluence, butl 
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; capt. Wilfon, three prize-maflers, the 


boatf{fwain, one boat{wain’s mate, and 8 
black men.—Wounded, Thomas Black- 
ftock, firft liutenant ; Thomas Wilfon of- 
ficer of marines ; two carpenters, nine 
white men, and three blacks. 





Mr. M’Donald, who arrived here yef- 
terday in the {chooner Heétor, trom Ja- 
maica, communicates the following: 

[|N. Y. pap. | 
“IsLanp or Cusa, (Barracoa) Jan. 12. 

Arrived at this port, the fchouner Rof- 
well, of New-York, in poffeflion of the 
French. Previous to her coming into this 


port, they had endeavoured to deface the 


name upon her ftern, by varnifhing i: over 


with tar; but it {till appeared con{pituous 


enough to be ‘een at fome diftance. 





|= 

— ; 

a am forry to fay they are totally deftitute of | 
fpir. information. | 
ve a. Such has been their mode. of living, and 
» the the abject flate in which the government 
ich | has placed them, that they difcover an a- 

e ex. verfion to public concerns. —A protound }| 
ways | ignorance peivades the whole of them. | 
Equal rights are pleafing to every man. |! 
empt The trial by jury, that ineftimable right | 
t hae enjoyed by the American people, would 
fion at prefent be a great inconvenience and 
Ma. trouble to them. Ac prefent they have | 
. de. not acapacity toenjoy the full effeé of a}; 
tion free conftitution. ‘Lhe principles of an e- 
ntro. le€tive government they would not un- 
| Ju. derftand—A reprefentative fyftem would 
they only bewilder them. Iwould recommend 
{uiry the adoption of fome fy{tem of education, 
i ju. and that tchools and feminaries of learning 
aules fhould be eftablifhed. he 
nis T It will be by the dilfemination of knowl- 
1 the edge amongft them that they will be ren- 
ny of dered capable of enjoying and exercifig the 
raat, valuable rights of free citizens.” 
sdliie [ Evening Poft.] 
lai FEVER IN ENGLAND. 
‘thal It appears, from our late London pa- | 
fes of pers, thata fever, of a deadly and malig- | 
“Ine. nant nature, ragesinthe town of New-Caf. | 
hich tle, (Eng.) the victim is feized with a vio- | 
neve lent pain in the forehead, which is quickly } 
followed bya ftupor, and in a fhort time | 
thie he is reduced to a very weak condition. ' 
mer It had become fo alarming, that the magif- | 
dol. trates had taken notice of it, and had or- 
any dered out the fire engines, with inftruc- 
| tions to wafh every lane and alley, on the 
Quay fide, completely clean. 

neral [N. Y. Com. Adv.) 
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fions } CHARLESTON, Fis. 6. 

} the On the night of the gift of December, 

1 do the Englifh privateer {ch’r Hazard, cap- 

ence tain Walter Wilfon, belonging to New- 

Providence, fell in with the French na- 

ners, tional fch’r Courier, having on board 350 

19 to French troops trom Port-au-Prince bound 

efire to S:. Jago, in company with feveral oth- 
Mr. er vellels, having troops on board. On 
une the privateer’s hailing the Frenchmen, they 

oan- anfwered that they were from Jamaica, 

e ar- But as foon as they faw a favourable op- 

» for portunity, they ran alongfide the privateer 
For and boarded her—a defperate contli& en- 

oub- lued, which lafted about twenty minutes, 

e of when the Frenchmen fucceeded in cap-" 

uNn- turing her, after loofing abont ninety of 

ota theirmen. The French General Noailes. 
late commander at Cape Nichola Mole, 

Tion received a wound in the confli€t, of which 

new he died in a few days after. The crew of 

will the privateer confifted of 65 men. The 
cale ¥ following is the number of killed and 

jon- © wounded, which we have from one of the j 

nt. » prifoners,, who was on board the privateer | 

a at the time of the engagement—K illed, ! 

ut 


F 


r 


Suf- 
picions arofe amongft the American {fea- 
men refpeétng the capture of this veffel. 


|The writer o1 this, in company wih capt. 


Robinfon, of the Sally, and capt. Eafter, 


of the fchooner Fanny, of Charlefton, 
went on board the Rofwell, and enquired 
how, where, and when fhe was taken, 
and what became of the crew—to thele 
queflions, no fatisfa€tory anfwers were re- 
ceived, which induced them to believe, 
that the mafter and people were murcered. 
The Prize-mafter, on his arrival made ap- 
plication to the governor for permiffion to 
difpofe of the cargo of the Rofwell, but 
was retufed admittance ; and on the 15th, 
the goverror ordered the Rofwell out of 
the harbor, fending officers on board, at 
the fame time, to fee that his orders were 
firi€tly adhered to. After getting out of 
the harbor, fhe worked up along {hore to. 
wards Cape Maze, the wind from the 
eaft ward,” 

Mr. M’Donald, alfo informs, that an 
embargo was laid on all vefleis at Barracoa 
about the 12th ult. in confequence of an 
expedition that was on the eve of failing a- 
avaintt the ifland of New-Providence. 
This enterprize was to be condutted by 
the French who were lately obliged to 
leave St. Domingo. It was faid the force 
to be employe d conlifted of 3000 men, 
part of which was to come from St. Jago 
de Cuha. A number of privateers were 
alfo fitting out at Barracca. 

The inhabitants of Naflau having been 
apprifed of the above expedition, fent ex- 
prefs to the, Governor, who was at fome 
other part of the ifland. 





LONDON, NOVEMBER 26. 

A private Jetter from Paris, in the 
Courter des Londres of lafi night, fays, 
‘Ti is reported myfterioufly inthe Con- 
fular Circles, that Bonaparte bas difcover- 
ed the means of conveying bimfe!f to the 
3ritifh dominions, without running the 
ri‘ge of being taken by the Englifh crui- 
zers. He will pretend to go on board 


| one of the principal veffels of his fleet, 
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but will in reality embark in a neutral fhip 
which will take its departure from a Port 
at fome diftance from thofe which contain 
the greateft number of velfels. In this 
veffel he will wait for or join his troops 
onthe coaft of Ireland.” 

It is faid upon the fame authority that 
the Firft Conful has intrufted 1,500,000 
francs with Santerre, for the purpole of dif- 
tributing among the Jacobins, to keep them 
quiet during his abfeuce. Cambaceres 
io the mean time, is to have a Council of 
five, whofe advice he is to be obliged to 
contorm to, unlefs under any fudden and 
unforefeen circumftances. The formula 
of an oath was it is faid, to be fubmitted 
to the Senate to be taken by the Civil and 
Military Authorities to the perfon of Na- 
poletan Bonaparte. It was doubtful, how- 
ever, whether the Senate would adopt, 
without great refiflance, fo ftrange a meaf- 
ure. 


NOVEMBER 2Q9- 

Some days ago we mentioned, that the 
French Army on the coaft began to mur- 
mur againft the delay of the intended In- 
vafion. A Private Letter trom an officer 
on board one of the bomb veflels in the 
Downs, confirms this teét. ** Thetroops 
about Brefl and Morlaix have operly ex- 
prefied their uneafinefs at the Expedition 
againft England being fo long delayed ;” 
and other Letters flate, that a continuance 
ot delay may be attended with fertous gou- 
fequences to the Firft Contful and the pref. 
ent government of France. The Privates 
* fuppofe the Confu! has relinquifhed the 
ideawot invading England ;” but the fen- 
timents of the Officers are direéily contra- 
di€tory to this infinuation ; they pofitively 
affirm, that Engiand will be invaded as 
foon as the veflels, now preparing in the 
feveral Rivers and ports, are finifhed. 


Report has been fo various and contra- 
di€tory refpeétirg Bonaparte’s plans of In- 
vafion, that. we are at laft reduced tothe 
neceflity of declaring, that we can now 
find little information, and lefs amufement, 
It is 
evident, however, that the Firft Conful 


| muft gratify the wifhes of his vaft Armies, 
Mby direéiing them to new conquefts and 
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plunder. Such a multiplicity of invading 
boats, colle&ted trom all quarters, can 
never be the adoption of a meafure merely 
to divert the attention of the troops trem 
thecflairs of the interior. A man ot Bon- 
aparte's genius, with the popularity which 
he ftill pofleffes in the Armies, could have 
eafily hit upon fome other expedient ; and 
entailing upon the people a great and an 
unavoidable expence in the building and 
equipment of the boats, when no invafion 
was ferionfly intended, would be the 
means of endangering, it not deftroying, 
his popularity. 
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